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CALL TO WORSHIP  
  

The response to the call to worship is Let us walk his way with joy. 
 

Leader Jesus invites us to a way of celebration, 

 meeting and feasting with the humble poor. 

Congregation Let us walk his way with joy 

 

Leader Jesus beckons us to walk a way of risk, 

 letting go of our security 

Congregation Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

Leader Jesus points us to a way of self giving, 

 where power and status are overturned. 

Congregation Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

Leader Jesus calls us to follow the way of the cross, 

 where despair is transformed by the promise of new life. 

Congregation Let us walk his way with joy. 

 

 

HYMN: 90 O Lord, all the world belongs to you 

 
Prayer  

Lord God, give us your spirit of courage, 

That we may be open in our concern for our neighbour. 

 

Give us your spirit of challenge, 

that we may not accept silence and prejudice without question. 

 

Give us your spirit of compassion, 

that we may see the world through their eyes. 

 

Give us your spirit of gentleness, 

that we may listen to those who cry out to us for understanding. 

 

Give us your spirit of truth, 

that we may be bold in uncovering the injustice of the world. 

 

Lord God, with the help and guidance of your Holy Spirit, 

Lead us forward, in the name of your Son, 

Jesus Christ we pray.    Amen 

 



 

Prayer of Confession 

Have we looked beyond our own interest? 

have we spoken out against injustice? 

have we shared our bread with the hungry? 

have we stood alongside the oppressed? 

have we practised righteousness? 

have we brought the homeless poor into our house? 

Have we clothed the naked? 

For the times we haven’t, we make our confession 

Your sins are forgiven, go in peace. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

COLLECTION AND PRAYER  
 
Receive and bless these gifts, O God, which we offer in response to your steadfast 
love. Help us, dear Father, to be cheerful givers of our time, means, talents, and self 
to you, and use us in the building of your kingdom. Amen. 
 
 

 
BEFORE THE READING  

 

This morning we are thinking about the work of Commitment for Life, the world 

development programme of the United Reformed Church.  We will look at how God 

expects us to worship and take action. Stories from our partner country, Israel and 

the occupied Palestinian Territories, will help us understand how injustice affects 

those who can least fight it. Jesus himself prayed that, as those who believe in him, 

we might be as one and that his Father’s love might be in us all. We read the Bible to 

learn and understand, how we respond to the words we hear is up us. I am going to 

ask you two questions. Please think about how you would answer them as we listen 

to our Bible passage from Isaiah 58 for today.  

 

1. What is your first reaction to the reading? 

2. What part particularly strikes you? 

 
 
READING:  Isaiah 58, v1-12   
 
 
REFLECTION by Christine Sine (VIDEO) 

 

 
REFLECTION ON THE READING  

 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Voices from the Congregation. 



 

Let us say together our Commitment for Life pledge:  

 

We commit ourselves to uncovering the causes of poverty and remedying the 

underlying injustices. 

 

We commit ourselves to sharing the suffering of those facing HIV/AIDS, climate 

change, violence and injustice 

 

We commit ourselves to question what rights are being denied or abused, that result 

in a failure to recognise God’s image in other people. Amen 

 

 

 

HYMN: 625 God of freedom, God of justice. 

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR COMMITMENT FOR LIFE PARTNERS  

 

In Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory Christian Aid partners have to strike a 

difficult balance between providing for the basic needs of poor people and 

challenging the structural causes of poverty, particularly the occupation of the 

Palestinian territory by Israel. For this reason they work with a diverse   and broad 

spectrum of partners from both Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory that do 

everything from legally fighting the occupation in Israel’s high courts, to providing 

seeds and saplings to farmers in the West Bank. 

 
In East Jerusalem, Christian Aid partners are helping communities to strive for a 
better education for their children. Muhammed Siaj is a persistent man. He has to be. 
For the past three years he and fellow members of the parents’ committee at his 
children’s school in East Jerusalem have been lobbying the local authority for 
improvements to be made at the school. Like many schools in East Jerusalem, Al-
Khalidi elementary school is overcrowded and has few facilities. ‘We want them to 
succeed, but the schools are given no money, the classrooms are cramped, and 
there’s little opportunity for them to receive funding for anything,’ says Muhammed. 
But some progress is being made. ‘It seems bad now,’ says Muhammed, ‘but a year 
ago there were 30 children on the balcony, so close to the blackboard that they 
couldn’t see the words.’ Christian Aid partner the Association for Civil Rights in Israel 
(ACRI) has been assisting the committee with legal support. ‘The Israeli lawyers 
[employed by] ACRI instantly have more respect and power than us,’ Muhammed 
says. ‘It’s important to have ACRI on our side, fighting in the legal courts and 
advising us.’ With ACRI’s help, Muhammed is determined to keep pressing for more 
improvements. ‘I don’t have anywhere else to send my children, so I have to fight to 
make their school better. No one can give up on his own children.’ 
 

 

 

HYMN: 200 The kingdom of God is justice and joy 

 



 

 

CHILDREN’S ADDRESS   
 
Unfair Quiz.  
Two teams, each side of the church with the children as Team captains.  
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: 448 Here, Lord, we take the broken bread 

 

COMMUNION 

 

HYMN: 576 God’s spirit is deep in my heart 

 

 

COLLECTION FOR C4L  

 

Our gracious God, open our eyes to injustice and show us the path we should take. 

Receive these gifts, for Commitment for Life and for the local community, which we 

offer to you in love and thanksgiving for all you have given us. May they be used 

wisely to help overcome need and injustice, and to build your Kingdom here on 

earth. Amen 

 

 

BLESSING   

 

God of the still small voice 

God of the busy, abundant world 

May we walk your way of justice and joy. 

 

God who calls us to stand firm 

God who calls us to step out in faith 

May we walk your way with justice and joy. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


